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The United Nations Global Compact Network South Africa would like to give thanks to its members,
whose commitment to providing an Annual Communication of Progress has been invaluable in the
production of our VNR Synopsis as we begin the process of reporting back:
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~ We urge the South African private sector to join and to

Contents

“September 2023 marked the mid point toward the 2030
Agenda deadline, and at the 78" convening of the
General Assembly of this year, the UN Secretary General
will host an SDG Summit to accelerate pace: Calling upon
member states for rescue plans.

VNR Background & Forewords

VNR Synopsis Results Summary
10 South African VNR Priority Topics

6 Industry Collaboration Deep Dives

The private sector plays a very important rolein
achieving the SDGs, as government cannot achieve the
goals and meet the targets alone. The partnership
between public and private sector is a key componentin
success. 1\

VNR Participant Briefing

Done properly, the private sector VNR can become a real
lever of change, and an opportunity to rethink and
refresh approaches to sustainable value creation.

participate in the 2024 Voluntary National Review of
action to deliver the 2030 Agenda. Now is the time.”

Mr. Nelson Muffuh
South African Resident Coordinator, United Nations

Excerpt from speech given at the United Nations Global Compact Network South Africa Social Compact Dialogues on the 24 th of May 2023
Photograph: Whalebone Pier, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa
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Johannesburg Skyline, Gauteng, South Africa

ITISTIMEFORUSTO
REPORT BACK

PREAMBLE TO THE 2030 AGENDA

& ¢ R®30Agendais a plan of action for people, planet and
prosperity. It also seeksto strengthen universal peace in
larger freedom We recognisethat eradicatingpoverty in all
its forms and dimensions,including extreme poverty, is the

Theyseekto build on the Millennium DevelopmeniGoalsand
completewhat thesedid not achieve Theyseekto realisethe
humanrights of all and to achievegender equality and the
empowerment of all women and girls They are integrated
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and indivisible and balance the three dimensions of
sustainable development the economic, social and
environmentalé

greatest global challengeand an indispensablerequirement
for sustainable development All countries and all
stakeholders, acting in collaborative partnership, will
implementthis plan

HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT
AND HIGH REPRESENTATIVES

United Nations Headquarters in New York
25-27 September 2015

We are resolvedto free the humanracefrom the tyranny of
poverty and want to heal and secure our planet We are
determinedto take the bold and transformativestepswhich
are urgently neededto shift the world onto a sustainableand
resilient path. Aswe embark on this collective journey, we
pledge that no one will be left behind The 17 Sustainable
DevelopmentGoalsand 169targetswhichwe are announcing
today demonstrate the scale and ambition of this new
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PREAMBLE >> BACKGROUND | FOREWORDS UN RESIDENT COORDINATOR >> THE GCNSA CHAIRPERSON >> GCNSA EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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AND BE PART OF THE
VOLUNTARY NATIONAL REVIEW 2024

The Global Compact Network South Africa (GCNSA)s DPME has requested the GCNSA to be its Private
part of the United Nations Global Compact, the Sector Institutional Partner, and to once again support
G2NI RQa I NBSad O2NLR NIIKSS a@zaziNFAAYYF FOUAA 24yl 82 T YIRKIS: | L
core purpose of GCNSA is to bring the private sectaontribution, feeding into the overall report,

to work together with other stakeholders, to combining with the contribution of the
collectively respond to the national and global public sector National Development Plan (NDP).
challenges of poverty, inequality and environmental

degradation.

Our core purpose is to enable and facilitate

private sector contribution to Sustainable

Development Goals (SDGs), aligned to the National

Development Plan, and underpinned

by application of the UN Global Compact Ten +How are companies scaling SDG action?

Principles. TAre businesses of all sizes participating?
+How have priorities changed since 2019?

In 2019, South Africa presented its first Voluntary ~ $How are businesses performing on the SDGs?

National Review (VNR) report at the High Level +Which sustainability frameworks are most used?

Political Forum (HLPF) under the UN Economic andf|s performance being disclosed?

Social Council, one of 51 UN member States to do sdWhat was the impact of the global pandemic?
TAre publieprivate sectors collaborating well?

The National Coordination for Sustainable +Are we growing sustainable investments?
Development is led by the Department of Planning, $Have we progressed on gender equality?
Monitoring and Evaluation (DPME) fWhat action is being taken on climate impact?
through the National Planning Commission (NPC). In

2022, following the material impact of the global ~ This report represents early findings
pandemic, South Africa lodged its second and input from the private sector and will guide our
notification, and the intention to report back. next steps as we collaborate across the private sector

and its stakeholders to develop key messages for the
DPME to include in the National Report.



